
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission 
Meeting Agenda Announcement

On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed into law Assembly Bill 361, which 
allows Brown Act bodies to attend meetings telephonically. Please be advised that some 
Whittier Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commissioners may attend this 
meeting telephonically.

Speakers must limit their comments to three minutes. Please note, by order of the 
presiding officer, public comments minutes may be reduced if at their discretion a surplus of 
public speakers is present at the meeting.

To submit Public Comments/Questions:

 Email: gonzalezr@cityofwhittier.org 
 Voicemail: (562) 567-9400
 Live Audio via Zoom: Only those members of the public who have ‘raised their hand’ 

on Zoom will be in the queue for speaking. 
  In person at City Hall 13230 Penn St., Whittier, CA 90602, City Council Chamber

To view live meetings remotely: 

 Video and audio: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86955588397
 Audio only: Dial 1 (720) 707-2699 (Meeting ID: 869 5558 8397) 

Please submit email comments by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the meeting to ensure Parks, 
Recreation and Community Services Commissioners receive and have time to review them. 
All emails received by 5:00 p.m. are forwarded to the Commission. Emails received after 5:00 
p.m. but before the conclusion of public comments will be entered into the record. 

Americans with Disabilities Act
Disability-related services are available to enable persons with a disability to participate in 
this meeting, consistent with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Spanish 
interpreters are also available. For information or to request services, please contact the 
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department at least 24 hours in advance of the 
meeting at (562) 567-9400.

mailto:gonzalezr@cityofwhittier.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86955588397
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AGENDA
CITY OF WHITTIER

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 13230 PENN STREET

APRIL 16, 2025, 6:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL
Elizabeth Apodaca, Commissioner
Tiffany Givens, Commissioner
Don Mrla, Commissioner
Joseph Westrup, Commissioner
Victoria Pacheco, Vice Chair
Robert Sera, Chair

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
The public is invited to address the Parks, Recreation, and Community Services 
Commission regarding any item of business, or any matter within the body’s subject 
matter jurisdiction. Consistent with Executive Order No. N-29-20 public comments 
can be made via: 

• Email: gonzalezr@cityofwhittier.org
• Voicemail: (562) 567-9400

Please submit email and voicemail public comments by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the 
meeting to ensure Commissioners receive and have time to review them. All emails 
and voicemails received by 5:00 p.m. are forwarded to the Commission. Emails and 
voicemails received after 5:00 p.m. but before the conclusion of public comments 
will be entered into the record. 

Pursuant to State law, the Commission cannot take action or express a consensus 
of approval or disapproval on any communications which do not appear on the 
printed agenda.

5. PUBLIC HEARING

5.A. Tree Appeal – Palm Avenue Improvement Project from Beverly 
Boulevard to Whittier Boulevard
Recommendation: It is recommended that the Parks, Recreation, and 
Community Services Commission:

1) Conduct a Public Hearing to consider the ten (10) appeals received 
regarding the proposed removal of Aleppo Pine trees located along Palm 
Avenue from Beverly Boulevard to Whittier Boulevard. 
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2) Deny the ten (10) tree appeals regarding the removal of Aleppo Pine trees 
along Palm Avenue.
3) Recommend the City Council authorize removing the trees pursuant to 
Section IX of the Parkway Tree Manual.  

6. STAFF REPORTS

7. SECRETARY COMMENTS

8. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND CONFERENCE REPORTS

9. ADJOURNMENT

Disability-related services are available to enable persons with a disability to participate in this meeting, 
consistent with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Spanish interpreters are also available. 
For information or to request services, please contact the Parks, Recreation and Community Services 
(PRCS) Department at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting at (562) 567-9400.  

The agenda packet is available three days before the meeting in the PRCS Department at City Hall (13230 
Penn Street), Whittier Central Library (7344 Washington Avenue) and East Whittier Branch Library (10537 
Santa Gertrudes Avenue).  Additionally, the agenda packet can be viewed on the City’s website. Materials 
distributed to the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission within 72 hours of the 
Commission meeting are available for public inspection in the PRCS Department’s Office.

Los servicios relacionados con la discapacidad están disponibles para permitir que las personas con 
discapacidad participen en esta reunión, de conformidad con la Ley Federal de Estadounidenses con 
Discapacidades de 1990. También hay intérpretes en español disponibles. Para obtener información o 
para solicitar servicios, comuníquese con el Departamento de Recreación y Parques al Servicio a la 
Comunidad al menos de 24 horas antes de la reunión al (562) 567-9400.

El paquete de la agenda está disponible tres días antes de la reunión con El Departamento de Recreación 
y Parques al Servicio a la Comunidad en el Ayuntamiento (13230 Penn Street), Biblioteca Central de 
Whittier (7344 Washington Avenue) y Biblioteca sucursal del este de Whittier (10537 Santa Gertrudes 
Avenue). Además, el paquete de la agenda se puede ver en el sitio web de la Ciudad. Los materiales 
distribuidos al Comisión de parques, recreación y servicios comunitarios dentro de las 72 horas de la 
reunión del Concejo Municipal están disponibles para inspección pública en la con El Departamento de 
Recreación y Parques al Servicio a la Comunidad.

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
agenda was posted in accordance with the applicable legal requirements.  Regular and Adjourned 
Regular meeting agendas may be amended up to 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  Dated 
this 11th day of April 2025.

/s/ Roxanne Gonzalez
___________________________________
Roxanne Gonzalez, Administrative Secretary 



Agenda Report
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

Date: April 16, 2025

To: Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

From: Virginia Santana, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services

Subject: Tree Appeal – Palm Avenue Improvement Project from Beverly Boulevard to 
Whittier Boulevard

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Commission:

1) Conduct a Public Hearing to consider the ten (10) appeals received regarding the 
proposed removal of Aleppo Pine trees located along Palm Avenue from Beverly 
Boulevard to Whittier Boulevard. 

2) Deny the ten (10) tree appeals regarding the removal of Aleppo Pine trees along 
Palm Avenue.

3) Recommend the City Council authorize removing the trees pursuant to Section IX 
of the Parkway Tree Manual.  

BACKGROUND

On April 26, 2016, the City Council and WUA Board of Directors awarded a Professional 
Services Agreement to CivilSource, Inc. for the design of the Palm Avenue Improvement 
Project between Beverly Boulevard and Whittier Boulevard. During the design period, 
CivilSource, Inc. was acquired by NV5, Inc. (NV5). NV5 completed the water, sewer, and 
pavement reconstruction design and provided plans, specifications, and estimates to the 
Public Works Department. At design completion, there was a lack of funds to complete 
the pavement reconstruction portion of the project, and the project was shelved until 
sufficient funds became available. 
 
On April 28, 2017, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017 was signed into law 
to provide funding for transportation infrastructure. This bill increased gas fuel tax, and 
vehicle registration fees to establish the funds known as the Road Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation Account (RMRA) or SB-1 Funds for roadway rehabilitation projects. On 
May 24, 2022, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2022-36, approving Palm Avenue 
as the street to utilize RMRA funding. 
 
On February 28, 2023, City Council and WUA Board of Directors awarded a Professional 
Services Agreement to NV5, Inc. for the design of an expanded scope of services and 
updating the plans, specifications, and estimates to current standards and costs.

On September 12, 2023, the City Council approved plans and specifications and the City 
Clerk was authorized to advertise for construction bids.

Agenda Item No.  5.A.Agenda Item No.  5.A.Agenda Item No.  5.A.Agenda Item No.  5.A.Agenda Item No.  5.A.
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Beverly Boulevard to Whittier Boulevard

On March 12, 2024, City Council awarded the construction to Big Ben Engineering for the 
construction of the Palm Avenue Improvement Project. 

DISCUSSION

The City of Whittier's Public Works Department is actively engaged in a comprehensive 
project to redesign the reconstruction of the water, sewer and pavement along Palm 
Avenue from Beverly Boulevard to Whittier Boulevard. These improvements will include 
a new sewer line, new water line, street paving, and sidewalk/driveway replacement. 

In the final phase of this project fourteen trees will be negatively affected. The Public 
Works Department made a request on December 10, 2024, to have an arborist evaluate 
the trees. Certified Arborist, Eric Gorsuch, from V & E Tree Service performed a written 
tree Risk Assessment on eleven trees that he has determined will become a Moderate to 
High-Risk failure if root shaving and/or root pruning is performed on any of these fourteen 
trees (Attachment A).

An evaluation conducted by our Arborist, which identified 14 trees of concern, 
underscored the challenges of conducting the needed improvements on the water line, 
sewer line, and pavement while preserving the tree's stability (Attachment B). The 
necessary improvements would entail the cutting back of substantial buttress roots to the 
root collar, a measure that risks destabilizing the tree. Moreover, the trees' proximity to 
the driveways of nearby residents' homes makes it impractical to adjust the curbs around 
the trees effectively.

Therefore, the Public Works Department made a formal request for the removal of 
fourteen parkway trees, grounded in the guidelines outlined in the Parkway Tree Manual 
Section IX (Attachment C). Specifically, the "Hazardous Condition Removal" section is 
pertinent to this situation. One key criterion within this section is hardscape damage, which 
justifies removal when hardscape repairs cannot be carried out without causing severe 
harm to the root system or the tree itself.

While some of the parkway trees currently show no signs of decline, the unavoidable 
removal of roots back to the buttress collar, as revealed in the Arborist's report, creates a 
potential destabilization and subsequent failure risk for the tree. The Arborist's findings 
dictate that the removal of the trees appears to be the only viable option to perform the 
necessary improvements.

In compliance with the Parkway Tree Manual guidelines, the trees in question were 
officially posted for removal on January 21, 2025. Subsequently, a joint appeal from two 
Whittier residents was submitted during the appeal period, concerning 10 of the trees. 
(Attachment D). 
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To ensure a fair and transparent process, the appellants and the neighboring property 
owners were formally notified of the scheduled hearing on April 3-4, 2025, through 
standard mail.

The appeal process, as outlined in Section XII of the Parkway Tree Manual, encompasses 
the following criteria:

 The appellant must reside within the City of Whittier.

 The Appeal must be filed within the thirty (30) day posting period.

 The completed appeal form must be submitted to the Parks, Recreation, and 
Community Services Department.

 The appeal hearing will be included on the first available Parks, Recreation, and 
Community Services Commission Agenda. 

Following the conclusion of the appeal hearing, the Commission will provide a 
recommendation to the City Council. This recommendation will then be presented on the 
first available City Council Agenda as a consent item, culminating in the final 
determination of the appeal by the City Council.

FISCAL IMPACT

None. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING GOAL

Goal 4:  Transparent & Open Government

ATTACHMENTS

A. V&E Arborist Tree Evaluation
B. City Arborist Tree Evaluation
C. Section IX of the Parkway Tree Manual
D. Appeal Forms
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ATTACHMENT B
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6241 Palm Ave. 

The pine tree here at 6241 Palm 

Ave. has already been removed. 

The contractors excavated a 

deep trench less than one foot 

from the tree and pruned some 

large roots. The tree was 

compromised at that point. 

A visual of the large roots that 

were pruned. This is an example 

of what we do not want to 

happen to the other (14) trees in 

this report. 
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IX. TREE REMOVAL GUIDELINES

It is the City’s policy to preserve and protect healthy trees that provide 
valuable benefits to our environment and the quality of life of the City of 
Whittier.  Tree removal requests are therefore only granted if the request is 
reasonable and is in the City’s best interest as determined by the Director or 
his/her representative.  To better determine when the City may remove a 
tree the following guidelines have been developed. 

Hazardous Trees/Roots – Trees and roots that are declared a hazard to 
public safety by virtue of being a high risk factor (i.e. falling or large limb 
breaking, exposed root systems, etc.) or have a potential damage and/or 
injury shall be removed.   

Hazardous Condition Removal – If a tree causes a serious visibility hazard 
(i.e. a corner tree that blocks the visibility of a stop sign/light), it may be 
removed.  Removal will be considered if the pruning to correct the hazard 
would seriously disfigure the tree or where the continuing cost of repeated 
pruning would outweigh the value of the tree.  Other examples where a 
hazardous condition may warrant removal are: 

a. Hardscape damage – if hardscape repairs cannot feasibly be completed
without severe root/tree damage.

b. Facility damage or maintenance.
1. If a tree is causing serious structural damage to a building and the

condition cannot be corrected without removing the tree.
2. If a tree is causing extensive damage to private facilities and cannot

be corrected without removing the tree.

Diseased/Insect Infested Trees – Trees that are diseased and that possess 
dead or damaged foliage, branches, roots or trunk tissue may be 
determined to be a hazard and require immediate removal.  Trees diseased 
that are declared a serious threat to other trees nearby may be removed if 
removal is the best pest control option.  An example would be a tree infected 
with Dutch Elm disease. Any tree that has been declared “dead” by the 
City’s Certified Arborist may be removed without public posting.   

Emergency Removals – Healthy trees may be removed immediately if an 
emergency exists and tree removal is the best option available.  An example 
would be to gain access in an emergency situation created by an 
earthquake or to allow repair of a broken water main located directly under 
the tree trunk or to remove a tree split by a storm or other incident where the 
tree cannot be feasibly restored to a safe condition. 

Permits – Trees may be removed to allow construction through the City’s 
permit process if all mitigation measures have been exhausted and/or 
deemed impractical, the tree may be removed pending a written evaluation 
by a certified arborist stating that the tree must be removed in order to 
proceed with the project.  If the tree(s) is removed solely to accommodate a 

ATTACHMENT C
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construction project, the full appraised value per ISA standards must be paid 
prior to removal and the tree(s) shall be replaced.  The contractor will also 
be responsible for costs related to the removal and replanting of the tree.   
Removals related to City construction projects shall be handled on a case-
by-case basis and will require a permit. 
 
Contractor Qualifications – All contractors are required to have a state 
contractor’s license and provide workers’ compensation insurance with 
statutory limits, comprehensive automobile liability insurance and 
comprehensive general liability insurance in compliance with City 
specifications as outlined in the Tree Removal Guidelines and the 
Trimming/Removal Permit. 
 
Notification of Removal – The City will simultaneously give a thirty (30)-day 
written notice to the owner(s), occupant(s), or agent(s) and to the immediate 
neighbors of the affected property via standard mail of the intention to 
remove a healthy or diseased Parkway tree, and post a notice upon the 
affected tree upon which the described condition exists. If possible, trees 
that are deemed dead or hazardous may be removed following a ten (10)-
day posting.  Trees that are deemed to be an imminent hazard, i.e. due to 
storm damage, traffic collision, etc., may be removed immediately without 
prior posting.  Hazardous tree and emergency removals are not subject to 
the appeal process. 
 
Reasons That Are Not Valid For Removal 
 

1. Debris including leaves and messy fruit 
2. Debris clogging rain gutters  
3. Roots clogging sewers (unless all options have been exhausted) 
4. Hardscape (see Hazardous Condition Removal) 

 
Before a tree is considered for removal, the Director will not only consider all 
of the above criteria, but will also conduct an inspection of each tree.  Refer 
to the checklist used to evaluate each tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Revised 11/2015)  
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